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ponents of, the collective mission of the Jews. That
means all Jews are Jewish missionaries. The mission
does not, however, require that a number of individual
Jews should devote themselves especially and separ-
ately to missionary activity, aiming to convert non-
Jews to Judaism. Such activity is not precluded, but
it does not hold an essential place in the Jewish mis-
sionary function. That belongs to the collective life
of the Jews. Not upon Jews individually, but upon
the Jews collectively, upon the Jewish people, lies
primarily the task of making the Jews* contribution to
the religious life of humanity.

A second point is that it is primarily a mission
directed to humanity, not to individuals. The essence
of the Jewish mission is not to win over to Judaism a
number of individuals, but to influence the religious
life and spiritual development of humanity* ,The
winning of individuals is not incompatible with it,
and obviously could help it, but the mission so con-
ceived does not require individual proselytization as
an indispensable condition for its fulfilment. The
Jews are aware of a mission which attaches to them
collectively to influence the religion of humanity.
That is what they mean by believing themselves to
be the " Chosen People ". The phrase has often been
misunderstood, and the belief has sometimes been